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Early Years Special Educational Needs Service 
Small Steps Profile 

Introduction 
The first months and years of a child’s life set the stage for lifelong learning and 
development. Most children develop quickly in the early years and parents and 
practitioners take delight in watching children achieve their milestones. The checkpoints 
provided by Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) are a 
useful resource for children who are progressing developmentally. The checkpoints can be 
used to monitor how children are developing and at what rate. Due to the rapid amount of 
progress that typically developing children make during the early years, the early years 
outcomes are broad in nature. However, for children who make slower progress, it is often 
difficult to evidence progress. For example, Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
the September 2023 update of Development matters provides the following 5 checkpoints 
between birth to 3 (0-36 months).  

Around 7 months, does the baby respond to their name and respond to the emotions in 
your voice?  

Around 12 months, does the baby start to be shy around strangers and show preferences 
for certain people and toys?  

Around 18 months, is the toddler increasingly curious about their world and wanting to 
explore it and be noticed by you?  

Around the age of 2, does the child start to see themselves as a separate person? For 
example, do they decide what to play with, what to eat, what to wear?  

Between the ages of 2 and 3, does the child start to enjoy the company of other children 
and want to play with them. 

A child with significant developmental delay may take months to move from the first 
checkpoint to the second. With this in mind the EYSENS have created the Derbyshire 
Celebratory Checkpoints to be used at a targeted level of the Graduated Response (see 
guidance notes on the Derbyshire Local Offer) and the Derbyshire Small Steps 
assessment profile to support children at the Specialist Level of the Graduated Response. 
The profiles have been created by a team of specialists in SEN.  

Specific and Prime areas 
Within the prime areas and cognition and learning there are ten statements (small 
steps which are bullet pointed) in each step.  

Pathway  Step Developmental stage in months 
Birth -3 Step 1.1 0-4 

Step 1.2 4-8 
Step 1.3 8-12 
Step 2.1 12-16 
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Pathway  Step Developmental stage in months 
Birth -3 Step 2.2 16-20 

Step 2.3 20-24 
Step 3.1 24-28 
Step 3.2 28-32 
Step 3.3 32-36 

Children must achieve all the development small steps in one block of ten before moving 
onto the next set of ten small steps (unless exceptional circumstances – see later notes). 
However, the small steps in each block of ten do not appear in a developmental hierarchy 
and can be achieved in any order which allows children to follow their own particular 
learning style.  

Below is an example of the Small Steps. The statements in blue are taken directly from the 
Early Years Foundation Stage Development Matters.  

Small steps of development are only ticked (or highlighted) as achieved when the child has 
demonstrated the behaviour on several occasions and can generalise the skill in order to 
achieve it with different adults in different environments. If a child has achieved skills in a 
more advanced block of small steps, these can also be ticked/highlighted at reviews.  If a 
statement has not been achieved, then there must be a professional decision made as to it 
is significant as a barrier to learning that should be addressed through learning outcomes 
before moving on; or  

• that 1 missing statement is not a barrier to future learning;  
• or that the statement cannot be observed as the child has already 

moved on to a higher order skill in that area;  
• or the child has a physical, visual or hearing impairment which makes it 

impossible for them to achieve that statement.  
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In all of these 3 situations the statement can be marked as n/a. 

Children can be working on more than one age stage small step profile at any one time. 
For example, a child may be working at step 1.3 in communication and language but at 
step 2.2 in physical development.  

The profiles are designed to be used as an ongoing assessment tool and to guide 
practitioners and teachers when they are selecting future targets. When a child has 
achieved a particular statement, it is ticked or highlighted on the profile. By supporting 
children to achieve all statements in a particular block of 10 before moving on, practitioners 
can ensure that there are no significant gaps in development which could have an impact 
on future learning. Having said this, professional judgement must be applied when using 
the profiles as sometimes a child cannot complete a particular statement for a particular 
reason as described previously. 
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