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Sensory Processing and Integration




· Flexibility, Information Processing and Understanding
· Learning and Engagement
· Communication and Interaction
· Social Understanding and Relationships
· Emotional understand and Self-Awareness
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The Derbyshire Early Years SEN – ND Progression Framework is used for children whose developmental profile cannot be accurately captured using the EYFS and they are typically working below 12 months. 
	Communication and Interaction (CI)
	Communication and Interaction (CI)
	Communication and Interaction (CI)
	Communication and Interaction (CI)

	1. Engaging in interaction  
Scans between two objects/people 
Gives response to interaction with a familiar adult – a gesture, look, vocalisation, body movement, etc 
Refocuses on an interaction after distraction  
Begins to understand that making a vocalisation/sound will result in needs being met 
1.1 Responds positively to familiar adult  
Shows interest in adult faces and oral movements 
1.2 Seeks attention from familiar adult  
1.3 Shares attention focus with adult  
Follows a close point  
Follows a point at a distance  
Plays anticipation games with an adult 
1.4 Engages in interactive exchange with adult 
Takes turn in a vocal conversation   
Uses expressive gesture in imitation, e.g. waving 
Sends intentional messages to share e.g., point to favourite song on screen, reaches towards plane in the sky 
Sends intentional messages to prompt comment e.g., shows character for naming, holds up crayons for colour labels 

	2. Making requests  
Sends intentional message to make requests 
2.1 Makes request for an item  
Persists in behaviour, gesture or vocalisation to get desired toy, object or food  
Makes request using objects/pictures of reference with communicative partner 
Makes requests using objects/pictures of reference with a range of communicative partners 
Travels within room to find object/picture to make request 
Makes choice using verbal response 
Requests object/action by name 
Beginning to put two words together e.g. “Want more”, “more juice” 
2.2 Refuses an item / activity  
Sends intentional message to protest 
2.3 Makes request for interaction to continue/stop  
Sends intentional message to maintain/cease interaction 
Makes sounds and movements to stop activity/ social interactions 
Indicates desire for activity to continue – more/again. 
Says/sign ‘more’ consistently 
2.4 Requests help  
Requests ‘help’ using gesture/sign/symbol card 
2.5 Requests information / asks a question 

	3. Communicating information / commenting on events  
Vocalises to self 
Vocalises in response to a particular sound, toy or activity 
Enjoys babbling and experiments to communicate for a range of purposes  
Vocalises a protest when told ‘no’ 
Uses single words in context 
Uses more than single words to comment during play 
3.1 Answers a question  
3.3 Expresses opinions / thoughts / feelings  
3.4 Gives instructions / explanations  
3.6 Comments/draws attention to item/event  
Sends intentional message to prompt others to comment 
4. Listening and understanding  
4.1 Responds to sounds  
Turns to a familiar sound and locates  
Quietens or alerts to sound of speech   
Begins to anticipate action or action rhyme e.g. tickle or bounce 
Stops and stills when hears preferred sound/music/voice  
Listens to children when talking in play 
Responds appropriately to strategies used for finishing a motivating activity 
Enjoys rhymes and demonstrates listening by trying to join in with actions and vocalisations 
4.2 Understands single spoken word  
Recognises own name when spoken 
Responds to own name when spoken 
	4.3 Understands simple statements 
Understands ‘No’ when supported by gesture
Understands more everyday words for objects, places and actions
4.4 Understands instructions 
Follows instructions containing single words
Follows simple instructions accompanied by sign/gesture e.g. more, finished, wait, etc
4.5 Understands questions 
5. Greetings 
5.1 Responds to greetings / being addressed 
5.2 Greets others 
Sends intentional message to initiate social interaction
With prompts uses social words, e.g. bye, hello
6. Conversations 
Vocalises in response to adult interaction
6.1 Gains another’s attention 
Uses a sound or word to attract a familiar adult’s attention
Uses name to get attention, e.g. Mummy
7. Nonverbal communication 
7.1 Adapts communication / behaviour to suit situation 
7.2 Shows evidence of ‘active listening’ 
7.3 Understands nonverbal communication



	
	Communication and Interaction (CI) Gestalt 

	Uses whole phrases/gestalt/scripts in their original form to communicate  
Uses gestalts to request help (though these shouldn’t be taken literally. eg, “not again Max” could mean “I want help”)  
Uses gestalts to express wants and needs (eg, the child may say “Thomas and his friends” when actually they mean “I want to play trains”  
Generalises use of gestalts (eg, the child may say “Thomas and his friends” when they actually mean “I want to play cars/ bricks”)  
Uses a variety of gestalts in child led play (eg, “to infinity and beyond”)  
Gestalts are broken down into shorter phrases or single words “Thomas and his friends” becomes “Thomas” or let’s go get pizza’ becomes ‘get pizza’    
Produces a variety of mix and match utterances derived from their gestalts (eg, “Thomas” (from Thomas and his friends) plus get pizza from ‘Lets go… 






	Social Understanding and Relationships (SR)
	Emotional understanding and self-awareness (ESA)
	Sensory Processing and Integration (SP)

	1. Being with others  
1.1 Accepts the presence of others in familiar environment  
1.2 Engages in shared activity  
1.3 Copes with proximity of others in public space  
Watches other children play and may copy 
Plays alongside others (parallel) 
2. Interactive play  
2.1 Accepts presence of adult in play environment  
2.2 Engages in interactive play with an adult  
Shows an awareness of being imitated by stilling, staring 
Shows pleasure at imitation by adult 
Imitates and pauses to allow imitation in social play 
Continues a reciprocal interaction for one turn 
Continues a reciprocal interaction for more than one turn 
Allows adult extension of play 
Imitates adult extension of play 
Copies gesture as part of game or action rhyme 
Fills in gaps in rhymes and songs 
Waits for appropriate place in song before doing action 
2.3 Engages in object play with adult 
2.4 Engages in play with peers  
3. Positive relationships (supporting adults)  
3.1 Engages positively with supporting adult  
3.2 Accepts help from an adult  
3.3 Accesses activities / situations with adult support  
4. Positive relationships and friendships (peers)  
4.1 Initiates interaction with peer/s  
4.2 Engages positively in interaction with peer/s
	1. Understanding and expressing own emotions  
1.1 Expresses a range of emotions  
Communicates (needs and) feelings in a variety of ways, crying, gurgling, babbling and squealing. 
Shows pleasure at favoured playthings/ activities/ physical interactions
Defends objects of preference	 
Becomes distressed when a favourite activity ends.
Develops independence and gets cross if adults try to complete tasks for them 
Share interest or excitement with an adult 
2. Managing emotions and behaviour  
2.1 Responds to calming strategies of others  
Co-regulates with a familiar adult 
Seeks affection or comfort from wider range of adults 
Uses familiar adult to share feelings 
2.2 Uses own strategies to manage stress  
Approaches adult for co-regulation 
2.3 Takes part in planning and preparing strategies to manage own emotions and behaviour  
2.4 Uses taught strategies to manage emotions and behaviour  
3. Understanding others’ emotions/ intentions  
Demonstrates care to others 
3.1 Recognises and responds to emotions in others  
3.2 Identifies cause of emotions in others  
 Aware that some of their actions can hurt others 
5. Developing confidence and self-esteem  
5.1 Expresses preferences  
Shows preferences for toys and objects 
Strong sense of own space and possessions; likes to arrange own toys 
Shows preferences in relationships 
5.3 Shows confidence within activities  
Attempts new activities with support from an adult 
Demonstrates curiosity through exploration of novel activities 
	1. Understanding and expressing own sensory differences  
1.1 Expresses sensory likes / dislikes  
1.2 Understands own sensory differences  
2. Responding to sensory interventions  
2.1 Responds to sensory adaptations to the environment  
2.2 Responds to sensory input from supporting adult  
2.3 Responds to input using sensory ‘equipment’  
2.4 Responds to regular sensory programmes  
3. Increasing tolerance of sensory input  
3.1 Shows increased tolerance of sensory input  
4. Managing own sensory differences  
4.1 Accepts support to manage own behaviour in relation to sensory differences  
4.2 Requests others’ help to manage sensory differences  
4.3 Takes action to manage own sensory differences  




	Learning and Engagement (LE) 
	Flexibility, Information Processing and Understanding (FP)

	1. Learning through play  
1.1 Explores toys / objects / materials  
Watches toy being hidden and tries to find it.
Looks for dropped objects 
Explores objects by linking together different approaches: shaking, hitting, looking, feeling, tasting, mouthing, pulling and turning. 
Explores by repeating patterns of play 
Single, motivating toy takes whole attention 
Engages in container play 
Uses perseverance/ trial and error  
Beginning to organise and categorise  
Uses blocks to create their own simple structures and arrangements 
1.2 Shows understanding of the purpose of toys / play items  
Post simple shapes into posting box 
Demonstrates understanding of some objects 
Shows interest in small world play reflective of their interests 
Enjoys looking at books and other printed materials 
1.3 Engages in cause-and-effect play 
Creates sounds by tapping and blowing 
Shows interest in toys with buttons, flaps and simple mechanisms 
Uses single finger to operate touch screen programmes 
Shows an interest in how musical instruments sound, listens to and repeats the action 
	1.4 Engages in pretend / symbolic play  
Engages in previously demonstrated pretend play sequences 
Imitates representational sounds in play 
Uses representational sounds in play  
1.5 Enacts story routine /play scenario 
Uses ‘scripts’ from own experiences or stories in pretend play - gestalts 
2. Motivation and engagement  
Tries to work out problems independently, trying to reach out of reach toys 
2.1 Responds to sensory features of items, activities  
2.2 Responds to environment  
2.3 Responds to interaction from supporting adult or peer  
2.4 Anticipates / predicts what will happen  
2.5 Shows interest in items/activity/topic  
2.6 Explores /investigates items, activities  
Explores how things work 
Operates mechanical toys  
2.7 Discovers new knowledge and understanding  
2.8 Attends to task, activity  
2.9 Persists with activity  
2.10 Shifts attention to another task /activity / request  
2.11 Initiates / makes request for activity  
3.8 Asks for help  
4. Understanding and following rules, routines and expectations  
4.1 Finds way around learning environment  
4.3 Attracts attention in an appropriate manner  
4.5 Follows playtime/break time routines  
	1. Coping with change  
1.1 Accepts change within familiar situations  
1.2 Takes action to cope with change  
2. Transitions  
Anticipates routines when clues are given e.g. smells, sees, hears dinner prep 
Makes association between object and activity/routine 
Anticipates activity/routine with use of object of reference 
Discriminates between a range of objects of reference. 
Makes association between photograph and activity/routine. 
Anticipates activity/routine with use of photograph of reference 
Discriminates between a range of photographs of reference. 
2.1 Makes successful transition in ‘everyday’ situation  
2.2 Engages with preparation for transition to new setting  
Explores new environments but checks in regularly with familiar adult as and when needed 
2.3 Makes successful transition to education setting  
Separates from main carer with support and encouragement from a familiar adult 
3. Interests  
3.1 Uses interests to engage positively in activities / exchanges  
3.2 Engages with a range of activities unrelated to interests  
4. Problem solving and thinking skills  
4.1 Makes a choice  
Indicates wants by reaching towards a desired object/toy 
Chooses between 2 objects (1 preferred, 2 non-preferred)  
Chooses between 2 choice photos (1 preferred, 2 non-preferred) 
Makes choice using verbal response 
Requests object/action by name 
4.2 Uses information available to make an appropriate choice  
4.3 Sorts items into categories  
Begins to categorise objects according to properties  
4.4 Uses information to plan and predict  
Begins to use ‘first and then’ to think things through – ‘if I eat my dinner, I can have some pudding’   



References: 
· Autism Education Trust (AET) Progression Framework
· Mary Gavin, Speech and Language Therapist. Gestures 'What's the Point'.
· Meaningful Speech - Echolalia Education - Gestalt Language Processing
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